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not high, and in fact they do not exclude anyone. More-
over, something like 90 per cent, of students receive bursaries
(stipendia) from the Government. The bursary is paid
without regard to the occupation or financial condition of
the student's parents, and its amount depends on the
institute, the subjects studied, the year of the course, and
the record of the student. Thus industrial institutes of
higher education pay a stipend of 210 roubles per month to
first-year students, rising to 315 roubles per month in the
fifth year of the course. Some institutes (e.g., those con-
nected with mining, oil, etc.) have higher rates: 315 roubles
per month in the first year, rising to 400 or 500 roubles per
month. From time to time the values of stipendia in this
or that institute are changed; this is bne way in which
students are diverted from overcrowded institutes (such as
the university) to others where students are needed (such
as veterinary institutes). Above all these bursaries are the
6 Stalin stipendia' for the cream of the students. These
are worth 500 roubles per month. Students whose work is
given the complimentary grade of * excellent' have their
stipendia increased by 25 per cent. Unsatisfactory students
have their stipendia suspended.
In Moscow, and even more commonly in other cities,
many of the students live at home. But, especially in
Moscow, there is a large population of visiting students
who must find board and lodging. For these students
dormitories are provided. Life in these dormitories is a
good deal plainer and more disciplined than student life in
other countries. A typical dormitory in Moscow contained
five to ten students per room, with no more than a small
table beside each bed. Some of the dormitories have a
study room where students can work. There is a modest
charge of twenty roubles a month for this accommodation
and the use of the bedding. Food is purchased cheaply at a
students* dining room, but any extras (and it is extremely
plain) must be bought until rationing ends at high prices
in the Government commercial shop or open market

